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A dm. William F. Rabon, re- 
tired director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, says few 
persons employed by the CIA 
actually participate in clandes- 
tine activities. 

"The man who joins CIA 
has far less chance, in the 
course of his career, of identi- 
fying with James Bond or ‘The 
Spy Who Came in From the 
2old’ than he does of serving 
is an academic researcher, 
economist, scientist, statisti- 
cian, administrator, account- 


ant or supply 
bom said. 

"Our major business," he 
explained In a copyrighted in- 
terview in U.S. News & World 
Report, "is national intel- 
ligence, and so-called covert 
operations are a relatively 
minor part of our over-all ac- 
tivities. 

Raborn said the CIA's main 
job is to inform top U.S. offi- 
cials of what is happening 
around the world that might 
affect the national security of 
the United States. 

He said "some classical 


officer," Ra- ( espionage is required" but 
that "a great deal of the raw 
information is public, or avail- 
able with a certain amount of 
digging." 

Raborn said any clandestine 
activities of the CIA are by 
the direction of the National 
Security Council (NSC) and 
"must have the prior approval 
— in detail — of a committee of 
the NSC, including top-rank- 
ing representatvies of the 
President, the Secretary of 
State and the Secretary of De- 
fense. 




